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'I'heSetsubunsermoewﬁlbeheld
on Sunday, Fek

11:30am. T—hls is a speczal
setvice for members who were
bom in the year of the Rabbit(12,
24, 36, 48, 60, 72, 84, 96 years
old). Asahways,wewxﬂhavea
mﬁleaﬁerﬂ)esemcesaylease

.brmg ‘paper products” for the

Thanks to all the Church members,
family & friends for their hard work
during our annual mochi tsuki. The

mochi tsuki took place on Saturday,
December 17,2022.

Extra frozen mochi is on sale for

$6.00 for packages of 8 pieces.
Please contactthe Church 1fyouare

The annual Church New Year party
will be held at noon on Sunday,

January 29, 2023 at the Church.

Theluncheon is’$25'perperson(12 &

attend, please call the Chumh

A memanal .Service. for Chm\:h
memberswxﬂbeheldmme
party.. The service is at 11:00am at

We gratefully acknowledge the
generous donations from the
following:

Yoshiko Hitomi/mochi cutter

($122.22); Ruby Gotow & Fusako

‘Okamoto/an supplies & preparation;

Fusako Okamoto/tsukemono & jams;
Kiyoko . Kuwabara/supplies,
comamers, plastic bags & lunch
B;gg donations: Yoshiko Hitomi (50
Ib); Mermry Hntomx (25 1b); Jane
Hitomi (25 Ib); Lily Hitomi (25 Ib);
Reverend Igarashi (25 1b); Kiyoko
Kuw%ara (50 Ib)

Yosinko Hltoml John Hughes;
Janet Kyotani; Takashi Mizuno;
DeardraMurmy Fusako Okamoto
Dave Tanakalszﬂe in memory of
Shigeko Tanaka

Special donations:

Ann Akiyama/$10; Laurie
Akiyama/$10; Joe Hitomi/$1,585
(special donations, bazaar supplies,
postage stamps); John Hughes/pest
control/($100); Peter Kato/$50;
Barbara Nakatomi/$25;

émm_mﬁn___m
Fusako Okamoto/flowers for

Church services & narazuke

Aon  Akiyama/$250; Lauric
Akiyama$250; Ruby Gotow/$250,
Kiyoko Kuwabara/$250; Takashi

Hnmmlsle Fusako Okmnow’szc
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Happy New Year everyone!

In Japan, it is customary to visit the temple on New Years day and pray for your
family’s health and happmess In this newsletter, I would like to talk about the meaning
of praying on Ne'w Years day. |

To celebrate the new years and to pray for peace, happiness, and health on New |
Years day is called “shu shou e” mJapanese The ongms ofthls custom go backto

 Ancient China where the ceremony was firs ieaatioed. Tha fit writien airscard oftils
ceremony in Japan is saxdtohavebeenheldatﬂmtemple built under the emperor of the
time in AD759 After AD765, every prefecture had a blg temple where these ceremonies
ooddalsobeheld. Dtmngthatnme thepeopleprayedfortheeoumry speaeeandalso
for good harvest. b | o N _

InlAD827 “shu shou e‘;, which had once been restncted to certam temples, was
now publiely given permission to be practiced in several ether temples. Through the
centuries, 1t1s smdthatpeoplemadeacustomtopracnce “shu shou e” to mainly pray for
one spersona.lbeneﬁts As1defrom“shushoue , it was customary in every prefectureto

pray every new years day at a local shrine. During the Edo Period (1600s), people started

believing that by praying, they would be blessed with good luck and happiness.

hpresemday.lapan,the“ﬂlushoue”hasbeenrenamed“hatsﬁmou de” due to
the incotporeﬁon of different styles of praying that have been practiced throughout
Japanese history. In any case,fhewaythatthepeopleprayforpeaceandhappinesshas
not changed. We will gain protection and benefits from the Buddha if we consciously
hope for this peace and happiness and work towards achieving this goal.

- At our temple, we have a purification service every month. By striving to attend
the services and pray, you will be able to obtain benefits from the Buddha. Therefore, this
year, let’s make an effort to attend these services as I will be purifying your famﬁy alters
and praymg for your family’s happiness from the temple at midnight on-New Years dey.





